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Special Effects Design by 
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CHARLES STOKES 
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(in order of appearance) 
Dr. Cedric Seward .................. DANIEL R. PROCTOR 
Jameson ................................. NEAL LaVINE 
Professor Van Helsing .................... DANIEL RIVKIN 
Dr. Helga Van Zandt .................. CATE PICKAVANCE 
Lord Godalming ......................... PETER GARING 
Mr. Renfield .............................. JOHN ALLEN 
Wilhelmina Murray ................ NANCY BOXLEITNER 
Jonathan Harker ....................... DAVID A. BAKER 
Count Dracula ..................... RICHARD A. SCHROT 
SETTING 
England-Autumn 1911 
The Study of Dr. Seward's home 




Scene 1-Three days later, just past sundown 
Scene 2-a half-hour later 
There will be one fifteen minute intermission. 
At one time or another as children we sat in the dark and 
told ghost stories. Wasn't it wonderful-the chill and the 
thrill of scaring yourself half to death with a fiction? 
Cal Pritner 
DRACULA: FACT OR FANCY? 
As a fictional character, Dracula is best known from Bram 
Stoker's novel written in 1897. Two other vampire stories 
appeared in the 1800's: John Polidori's "The Vampyre," a 
story that emerged from the same brainstorming session that 
produced Frankenstein, and Thomas Prest's "Varney the 
Vampire." In his novel, Stoker, inspired presumably by a 
nightmare following a supper of stuffed crab, drew on the 
vampire image in legend and history. A Vlad Dracula or Vlad 
Tepes, alias Vlad the Impaler, lived in the fifteenth century. His 
techniques of maintaining law and order were ruthless, 
extensive-and effective. 
According to legend, the vampire lives in the realm of the 
Un Dead, sleeping during the day and rising at midnight to suck 
the blood of its victims. Its "kiss" produces more of its kind. In 
Stoker's novel, Count Dracula, moving to London, is intent on 
expanding his territory. He needs fresh blood to preserve and 
extend his line. He offers a kind of immortality to his victims, in 
a parody of the Christian tradition. This anti-Christ gives his 
convert a living death, rather than a heavenly life. Because his 
methods and goals mock the Christian tradition, Dracula can 
be repelled by the cross and holy wafers. 
In addition to the Anti-Christ theme, the psycho-sexual 
theme is also present in Dracula, a theme readily apparent in 
several film versions. In Stoker's novel, the blue-eyed blond, 
Lucy Westerna, succumbs easily to Dracula's power. She her-
self is a bit of a "vamp," or flirt, as she dallies marriage 
proposals from three suitors, including a Lord Godalming . The 
other female, Wilhelmina Murray (Mina in the novel, Willy in 
the play), is dutiful and demure. Even when Dracula seduces 
her she maintains her Victorian dignity and is saved by her 
proper, English husband, Jonathan Harker, with the aid of 
Professor Abraham van Helsing and Dr. Jack Seward. While 
these conventional folk have been tantalized by the appeals of 
Dracula, they eventually crush the evil force and restore order 
within proper marriages and families. In the novel and in the 
play, convention and reason ultimately prevail, but not before 
the hero and heroine learn of rebellion and passion. 
The vampire casts no reflection in a mirror and cannot be 
photographed . He or she exists if the view allows- or if we see 
a face besides our own in the mirror. The Dracula legend 
suggests that Vlad the Impaler may still be among us. While we 
would hope otherwise, at times the skeptic within us is not 
amused. At those moments the Dracula image appalls us. 
Mildred M. Boaz, Assistant Professor of English, Millikin University 
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